Te Reo ö Te Taitokerau Iwi Education Partnership Fact Sheet:

Te Putahitanga Mätauranga 

Excellence in Education through unity

About iwi partnerships

Iwi partnerships are formalised relationships established between the Ministry and iwi or iwi-based education organisations to help improve education outcomes in their rohe (area).  For more detailed information on iwi partnerships, see the overview Iwi Education Partnerships Fact Sheet.



About the Taitokerau partnership

The Taitokerau partnership was established in October 1999 between the Ministry of Education and Te Reo ö Te Taitokerau. The educational initiative arising from the partnership is called Te Putahitanga Mätauranga.  Te Reo o Te Taitokerau contributes to the Schooling Improvement Project through its focus on te reo – to hear te reo spoken everywhere, everyday. 

Where does the partnership operate?

The Far North region (Towai ki te Rerenga Wairua) has 11 takiwä (districts) that represent traditional iwi and hapü boundaries.  Schools within the rohe are clustered, and initiatives are implemented with those schools with input from the respective iwi authorities.

What does the Taitokerau partnership involve? 

Te Putahitanga Matauranga has developed nine initiatives that are currently operating in the different takiwä of the rohe:

· Kaitaia Literacy (writing) Pathway Initiative - professional development to improve students' writing in seven primary and the intermediate school in the Kaitaia area. 

· Ngäpuhi ki te Hauauru and Ngäpuhi ki te Wahapü School and Community Literacy project – a programme in 12 schools that trains, organises and supervises parent volunteers in one-on-one tutoring of slow progress readers. 

· North Hokianga Curriculum Project - links three small isolated schools with an experienced principal to develop information technology and library skills and te reo Mäori tutors. 

· Te R.I.T.O Mäori project - provides 14 isolated rural mainstream schools with itinerant teachers of te reo Mäori who also provide professional development and mentoring to build school capacity. 

· Board of Trustees Wänanga - to support all board members, particularly Maori, in all 78 schools within the rohe. 

· Te Kete Akoranga - to raise secondary school literacy and see more students progress past compulsory school levels.  It includes professional development for teachers in literacy learning across all curriculum areas and support for each of the 10 secondary and area schools to develop literacy strategies as part of their planning and reporting processes. 

· Te Kähui Kura Kaupapa Mäori ö Te Taitokerau - to resource 8 kura kaupapa Mäori with a facilitator, and Te Kaihonohono to provide opportunities for Tumuaki development in leadership, and provide opportunities for NCEA training in two wharekura. 

· R.A.P.U - provides a focus for 18 schools on gathering and using student assessment data to effectively inform student learning, professional development and school and cluster-wide planning.

· Parent Mentoring – supports oral language development and establishing early positive relations between preschoolers, their families and 11 Far North schools; Ngä Mätua Kaiwhakaako Tuatahi (parents as first teachers) - take home packs of resources (letters, activities, books) providing the catalyst for parents talking with their children while playing or doing things together.  A resource library (toys, books, activities) is being established.  The base resource will be translated into te reo Mäori. Another cluster at Kawakawa is designed to ensure that children read at their chronological age at 6, using the HPP tutoring programme.
What is the partnership currently focused on?

The partnership is continuing the development of initiatives.

Who can I contact about the Taitokerau partnership?

Pita Tipene

Chief Executive

Te Reo o Te Taitokerau

PO Box 355 

Kaikohe

NORTHLAND 0400

Phone: 09 405 2769

Mobile: 021 404 047

Fax: 09 405 2768

E-mail: pita@trott.maori.nz 

