The Nukumea is Famous for its Eels
[image: image1.png]



The ALPURT B2 motorway is routed through the swamps where the Nukumea's long-finned eels grow to maturity. Long-finned eels are an indigenous fish of New Zealand; the species is in decline and has high conservation status as an endangered species. 
Grut’s bridge across the Nukumea is named for Mr Collins de Jersey Grut who began building Orewa House in 1868. Photographic archives at Wainui Historical Society record Mr de Grut’s habit of feeding the eels on the banks of the Nukumea, and people boating on the river.
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Two of the largest beds where the eels mature are in the Nukumea South arm: the Peterken wetland and the Gray swamp.
The Peterken wetland is around one hectare in area, with a strong flow of high quality water. The motorway is designed to infill the Peterken wetland and pipe the flow.
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The Peterken wetland is fed by perennial springs and tributaries of the Nukumea South arm. It is nesting habitat for fernbird and spotless crake, and abounds in banded kokopu, red-finned bullies, koura, and long-finned eels, with inanga unexpectedly high in the catchment.  The wetland can be preserved by bridging the Nukumea South arm. 
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Hand Netting for Eels in the Nukumea





Setting Nets in the Peterken Wetland to Catch Eels





A Massive and Rare Female Long-fin Eel Caught in a Net, Nukumea





A Female Long-fin Eel about to be Formally Identified and Measured








