19 January 2005

BIODIVERSITY COMMITTEE

ROYAL SOCIETY OF NEW ZEALAND

P O BOX 598, WELLINGTON

CHAIR DR D P GORDON
To the Chair and Members, Tena koutou,

Bridging for the ALPURT motorway
Transit New Zealand is building a motorway from Orewa to Puhoi, known as the Northern Motorway Extension ALPURT B2, seven and a half kilometers long.

The four-lane road is routed through steep, unstable forested catchments protected by the Hauraki Gulf Marine Park Act 2000. This Act is a statement of national policy requiring roadbuilders to protect and enhance the Gulf’s catchments.

The catchments are Recommended Area for Protection and have very high scenic and wildlife values as fernbird habitat, a treasury of native fish, old forest remnants, wetlands and eel beds, and the largest continuous tract of gumland ecosystems in the region.

A landscape architect Steven Brown has noted that the legislation protecting the Waiwera estuary and its surrounds (Priority Place for Protection, Mahurangi Waiwera Special Character Activity Area, and so on) gives primacy to the landscape. A motorway should not have been routed through here. 

The ALPURT B2 road was required for designation in 1994 as a limited access realignment of State Highway 1 (a short cut to avoid the headland climbs of the coastal route). When Transit upgraded the road to a motorway in April 1999 and applied for resource consents for a new design occupying land not designated, the Environment Court granted resource consents for the new design without reviewing the suitability of the route for the proposed escalation in earthworks. 

The short 7.5 k of road has been consented in three sections and the overall environmental impacts have never been assessed by the Court. Nor has there been a review of the final design with regard for the purposes of the Hauraki Gulf Marine Park Act 2000, and the Land Transport Management Act 2003. Concerns about aspects of the project have been expressed by the Hauraki Gulf District Plan Association, Auckland Conservation Board, past and current chairs of Auckland Regional Council, Rodney District Councillors, the Green Party, Royal Forest & Bird Protection Society, Native Freshwater Fish Society NZ, local landcare groups, and by roading auditors, engineers, and builders.

Transit has begun preliminary construction. However, the design-build contract allows improvements to the design, and the Minister has still to decide whether he will authorise construction as a toll road. 

This letter and the attached papers are sent with a request to the Committee to take up the issue with the Minister of Transport and the Transit Boards re providing more bridging or abandoning a designation though the Hibiscus Coast watersheds. Bridging protects biodiversity by preserving valley floors. Valley floors are the key to protecting (a.) floodplains and wetlands, (b.) eco-system relationships between stream morphology and native fish and invertebrates, (c.) passage for wildlife and native fish migration between the coast and the forested watersheds.

Yours faithfully,

Wendy Pond, Secretary

Manu Waiata Restoration & Protection Society

Secretary’s address: Wyuna Bay

Rural Delivery 1, Coromandel 2851

Ph 07 866 8581
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